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His homecoming in 1900 sustained the note of
triumph. Oldham turned out en mass* to greet him,
as he drove through roaring streets in a procession
of ten landaus ; and when he told a crowded Theatre
Royal about the Oldham man who helped to hide
him in the coal-mine, a voice called, ** His wife's in
the gallery " and the triumph was complete. With
a General Election in prospect this was not to be
despised. For what other candidate had been cap-
tured by the Boers, consorted with an immense
vulture, and lived to tell the tale ?

That autumn the Conservatives, acting with
greater enterprise than had been evident in their
conduct of military affairs, resolved upon the shrewd
expedient of dissolving Parliament a year or so
before its time in order to secure a firm renewal
of their mandate. In South Africa the British armies
were still in the field; and it was indicated without
false delicacy to the electorate at home that a vote
given to the Opposition was a vote given to the
Boers, The patriotic appeal was practically irresist-
ible ; and Joseph Chamberlain with eyeglass, orchid,
and Imperial convictions presided over a party
triumph. Sharp-featured and sharp-tongucd, the
Colonial Secretary who had thrown over Gladstone,
baulked Home Rule, changed sides in politics, and
then defeated Kruger was a public idol* He evca
journeyed into L^xcashkc to speak for Winston
Churchill; and with such assistance, supplemented
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